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M ahatma Gandhi is a huge global influence, he's today more
than just an Indian, one who belongs to all of humanity. He
gave the world the greatest weapon - Satyagraha Non violence.
Today more than ever, when the entire world is at strife, moving
towards warand violence, there is an urgent need to re-visitthe ideal
and principles oftruth and nonviolence.

When we think of Gandhiji, the picture that flashes before our eyes is
that of the Mahatma at his spinning wheel teaching us the lesson of
being 'Swavalamban'- self sufficiency! Somewhere along the
passage of time we forgot the all important message and started
importing all sort of things, resulting in making China so strong that
now it has become a threat to our sovereignty. Now our Prime
Minister has again reminded us the virtue of being 'Aatmnirbhar'-
just another word for Gandhiji's Swavalamban. Religious pluralism
is another important belief of the Mahatma and is very important in
today's context too. A lot of blood has been shed in the name of
religion. When multiple religious beliefs co-exist, there is a greater
exchange of ideas and people have freedom to choose their faith.
Religious diversity has actually led to greater peace in countries that
practice pluralityand ithas a pacifying effect.

Mahatma Gandhi remains a relevantthinkereventoday and 'we may

ignore himatourrisk' (Martin LutherKingJr.). -

—

Sandhya Jena
Principal-cum-

President, BJ Sahitya Sansad
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THE TRIBUTE ..

Forget it not, my fellowmen!

The rich and the poor,

You owe your lives to those men

As gifts blessed with lilt of liberty,
Trimmed with designs of democracy,
To withstand the storms from all sides
In turns and twists,in and out.

Great are they indeed,for

In your limbs they infuse

The bliss of the Bible,

The gist of the Gita,and

The quotient of the Qur'an,

Only to strengthen you to defend
Against violence and intolerance.

You live the sweetness of their love
And enjoy the cult of their kindness,
Celebrate their selfless sacrifices too.
Such souls celestial in spirit,

Still script each episode of your life

In all norms ,in turns and turns

Let those great souls,

The living or the dead

Feel the true tribute

In each drop of your tears,

In each beat of your hearts,

In each piece of your work,

For endlessly they play their part
Should you wait yours to start?

A Tribute to Bapu,the Great Soul.

Pradeep K Mallick
TGT(English)

One question, Million answers

| just ask a question to myself

Where should | begin to write

And what can | write

About such a unique peace icon Bapuiji.

An unalloyed soul who gave up his life
For the liberty of his countrymen

Had gifted a dry leaf to Nehru and Patel
As his first Independence Day gift

From insulating the environment

To elevating justice

From education to inequality

He persevered giving intriguing teaching

With the strength of sea
And fire bolt in his words
Got revered the world over
For his non violent notions

| just ask a question to myself

At the cost of your noble sacrifice

Have your countrymen genuinely been freed?
Are your countrywomen really secured?

Are destitute, victim truly being protected?

Sometimes | doubt

In these days of modern cosmetics
Face can be human

Yet the soul and heart can be inhuman

Then | remember your famed saying
Stirring me, whisper in my ears

Be the change,

You wish to see in the world.

Snigdharani Satapathy
Soft Skill Trainer
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Good Morning World!

Bapu, did you see?

The face of the world got bitter

and it isn't sweet as before...

the principle of truth comes with an exception
simplicity and non-violence undergo rejection.

Bapu, did you see?

the corrupted heads on the forefront
playing with the lives and minds
making the world a living hell
Ripping its luster yet losing all shine.

Bapu, did you see?

the dissolving humanity and human race
where man vs man is on the pace

the engulfing negativity eating up the spirits
making us taste the venom in the golden case

Bapu did you see?
the unfulfilled dream that you have seen
didn't reach or awaken the soul

the face of the world going terribly bitter

Still I wish.... Good Morning World!
Liza Das
PGT, English

W here there is Love

MAHATMA GANDHI -
FATHER OF THE NATION.

His heart was full of love

Towards all human beings

Himself, he was truth incarnate

And gentle like a dove.

He travelled East & West

But what was his quest?

It was for the country's sake

It was for the country's best.

He freed our country from the foreign yoke.
In a non-violent way

And gave his life for the country's sake
Facing the bullet of astray.

Hail to Bapuiji

Hail,father of all country men

You have left us a great legacy

Of truth & sharing with everyone
You look so simple at the spinning wheel
Yet glory of labour to us you

have taught.

To the teeming hungry millions
Hope you have brought

your noble pain we shall tread
And strive to keep our country free
from bare and selfish thoughts
And any kind of slavery.

Merry Juliet
PRT, English

Jagannath Das
Art Teacher

T here is Life.




GANDHI

Great leader of our country, whom the
whole world adores.

Admirable, an outstanding world figure,
whose action sounded more than words.

Non-violence which crafted you
unigue, can never be thought as a
weapon to fight.

Dedication, devotion and determination
made you dynamic.

Hard work and honesty revealed your
heroism.

Icon of peace and humanity you are!
“Oh MAHATMA”,

we the people of India salute you.

Subhasree Das
Supervisor, Primary Block

"Happiness Is when

what you think,

what you say

and what you do

= are in harmony.”

- Mahatma Gandhi
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Deeper Significance of Mahatma Gandhi’s Worldview
in the Context of COVID Pandemic

The worldview of Mahatma Gandhianchored on non-violence and Sarvodayais of deeper
significance for understanding the the origin of COVID crisis and its evolving dynamics which has
confounded humanity and pushed it to a disaster of gigantic proportions flattening the curve of
human, health and economic security.

Modern civilisationitself is a source of threat to health security

Mahatma Gandhi incisively interrogated modern civilisation marked by incessant
multiplication of wants and desires and disproportionate use of energy and resources of the
planet. He boldly predicted that such a civilisation based on voluptuous consumption process
would get caught in the whirlpool of crises and eventually collapse. What Gandhi said in the
context of crises caused by modern civilisation is being said by present day experts and
commentators to explain the origin of COVID crisis. For instance Jeffery Sachs in his book
‘““Economics for a Crowded Planet” published in 2008 said that the way pressure on environment
has been exerted by human beings because of unbridled consumption and exploitation of nature
adisease would break out and spread across the world. He then very prophetically stated that the
most likely place of break out of such a disease would be China.

Preference of Chinese people to consume wild life species is well known. It is indicative of
the process of voluptuous consumption prevailing in most parts of the world. The novel
coronavirus traced to a wildlife meat market in Wuhan makes us agonizingly aware that some
humans, in their quest to satisfy their palate, even went to the extent of haunting wild animals,
capturing them alive and eating their flesh and meat. Such voluptuous consumption patterns has
obviously created fertile conditions for the rise and spread of the coronavirus whichis a new virus
forwhichthereisnovaccineandno cure.

Rob Wallace, the author of ""Big Farms Make Big Flu" in an interview on 12th March 2020,
said, "Anyone who aims to understand why viruses are becoming more dangerous must
investigate the industrial model of agriculture and, more specifically, livestock production. At
present, few governments, and few scientists, are preparedto doso."

He poignantly observed, "When the new outbreaks spring up, governments, the media,
and even most of the medical establishment are so focused on each separate emergency that
they dismiss the structural causes that are driving multiple marginalized pathogens into sudden
global celebrity, one after the other."

His indicting observation that, "Agribusiness is so focused on profits that selecting for a
virus that might kill a billion people is treated as a worthy risk", indicates the structure and scope
of ecologically unsustainable production and the consumption process which s at the root of the
spread of viruses like corona.

While the novel coronavirus originated in China, the H5N2 and H5Nx viruses and mad cow
disease originated in Europe. All these are related to a multiplication of wants and desires, which,



according to Mahatma Gandhi, remained the sheet anchor of modern civilization, and , he
cautioned that civilization would collapse like a nine day wonder. Gandhi’s Stress on Aswad,
Control of Palate, Can Save humanity from Pandemic.

It is in this context Mahatma Gandhi’s interrogation of mindless consumption and
celebration of possessive individualism in the newly created nations states of Europe right from
the 16th century assumes deeper significance. To counter reckless consumption he prescribed
Aswad, control of palate and to counter possessive individualism he prescribed non-possession.
Because possessive individualism combined with other factors became a factor behind violence,
he prescribed and employed non-violence as a constructive remedy to establish a non-violent
social, political and economicorder.

In fact non-violence, non-possession, non-stealing, and Aswad became part of his Eleven
Vows to rule oneself so that self rule would be ushered in by liberating India from the British rule.
Those eleven vows -Satya(Truth), Ahimsa (Non-violence) Brahmacharya, Aparigraha(Non-
possession), Asteya(Non Stealing), Swadeshi (Use of Indigenous Resources) Sarva Dharma
Sambhav( Coexistence of all faiths) Aswad(Control of Palate) Sarira Shram(Body Labour) Sparsh
Bhavana (Removal of Untouchability) and Sarvatra Bhaya Varjana (Removal of Fear)- prescribed
by Gandhi to Indians for cultivation aimed at providing a moral and ethical dimension to life and
struggle for ourindependence. Infact all those eleven vows of Gandhi gave our freedom struggle,
inthe words of President of India late Shri KR Narayanan, “amoral dimension".

It is worthwhile to note that Gandhi prescribed Aswad or control of palate when Indians
did not have enough food to eat and millions died due to recurrent famines which were man made
disasters caused by British public policies. To day when we are witnessing reckless consumption
of allkinds of foods and utter lack of physical activity leading to life style diseases and even COVID
crisis, the ideal of Aswad to restrain our eating habits and impose discipline on ourselves assumes
enduring significance.

Lock down and Shut Down of Reckless Consumption

While Gandhi interrogated modern civilisation and indicted it for its stress on multiplication of
wants and desires he defined civilization in terms of restraint and discipline and so wanted the
ideals embodied in his eleven vows which included non-violence, non-possession, non-stealing
and Aswad as its guiding principles. These are the principles which are described by modern
scholars as the foundational pillars of post-materialistic world order. Therefore, the alarming
spread of the coronavirus across the world and the lockdown and shutdown it has caused on
human activities must usher in a lockdown and shutdown of reckless and voluptuous
consumption and production process, and herald a brave new world of equality, compassion,
care, and new consciousness for sustainable health, production process and humansecurity.

Gandhi, Panchayati Rajand bottom up approach to governance

It is educative to note that western scholars are getting fascinated by Panchayat system of
governance to deal with COVID crisis. Professor James Manor of London University in his article

@




“COVID Crisis: Valuable Grassroots Lessons Ignored” regretfully observed that top down
approach followed in USA, UK and even in India to deal with COVID crisis has failed in achieving
desiredresults of containingit. He persuasively argued for abottom up approach from Panchayat
level upwards to stop the spread of the novel coronavirus. In this context he referred to the way in
which Kerala and Karnataka harnessed the Panchayat system to mobilize grassroots leaders and
people to fight COVID crisis and urged the Indian, UK and US Governments to follow a bottom up
approach. The way in which the Odisha Government invested the power of Collector with
Sarpanches of Panchayats and enabled them to open quarantine centers for COVID infected
patients has been appreciated by the World Health Organisationinitsreport'From governance to
community resilience: Odisha’s response to COVID-19" published on 17th September 2020.
(https://www.who.int/india/news/feature-stories/detail/from-governance-to-community-
resilience-odisha-s-response-to-covid-19). It is quite striking that Mahatma Gandhi stressed on
Panchayat system for promoting the cause of democracy, empowerment of people and above all
for ensuring village sanitation and hygiene which are now indispensable to counter and defeat
COVID19.

Gandhi and Scientific Understanding of Epidemic

Gandhi's commitment to science was amply reflected by the title of his book "The Story of My
Experiments with Truth". Since experiment is at the heart of scientific approach Gandhi's
experiment with truth brought out his adherence to basic principles of science to pursue his
objectives and at the same time to keep his mind open. His statement that he only had glimpses of
truth and not the whole truth and pursued it with an open mind testify to the scientific approach
he adoptedinlife. He once said that a great science would be required to build abridge over Ganga
and he wanted a greater science to build implements for village people. It is instructive to note
that he employed a scientific approach to understand origin of many epidemics including plague
and cholera. When many people attributed the origins of plague to Gods and Goddesses he
disapproved of such approaches and urged them to see scientific and medical reasons behind the
incidences of such diseases which claimed millions of lives. Being an ardent protagonist of
sanitation and hygiene he looked at all these aspects from the perspective of science and
famously saidin 1925 that “Science of sanitationis more ennobling than science of healing”. When
there is no medicine and vaccine against COVID 19 and across the world non pharmaceutical
measures are being prescribed for preventing the spread of infection caused by novel coronavirus
Mahatma Gandhi’s stress of “science of sanitation” as a better strategy than “science of healing”
sounds so contemporaryin the context of COVID crisis.

When the country is celebrating 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhiand when the world is
confronting COVID crisis endangering health, human and economic security the worldview of
Gandhiji rooted on non-violence, bottom up approach of governance and science of sanitation
constitute remedy for salvaging humanity from this man made disaster causing existential crises.

Sri Satyanarayan Sahu
Eminent Gandhian Scholar
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MAHATMA GANDHI

" i
J.EM. SCHOOL

3 BUKI JAGABANDHU ENGLISH MEDIUM SCHOOL

M-15, BJB Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751014, Odisha
Tel: 0674-2310457 / 2310442 , E-mail : bjemschool.100@rediffmail.com
Website : www.bjemschool.org




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

